Knowledge of medical terminology among clients and families.
This descriptive correlational study replicated Byrne and Edeani's (1984) investigation of hospitalized clients' (N = 25) knowledge of 50 common medical terms. The present study also included 25 family members. The mean number of correct responses was 46 (of 50) with no difference between clients and families. Only nine terms were correctly understood by all respondents. Older persons with higher education and moderate length of illness had higher scores. Participants in the present study scored significantly higher than those in the prior research especially on terms related to breast cancer and heart disease. Clients and family members may not understand medical terms as well as nurses think they do and may need consistent assessment of knowledge in the context of patient teaching.